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PTA's MISSION is to make every child’s potential a reality by engaging                            
and empowering families and communities to advocate for all children.

A Message From Lynn Petrofsky, The Region Director 
Dear Presidents. 
I cannot believe that it is that time of year when the children will be starting school. 

Depending on your school district, the students will either be in school live, virtually or be using the 
hybrid model. This is certainly a learning experience to us all. We are here to support the children, 
parents, caretakers, the teachers and school staff. We have heard from many parents and we support 
every parent to do what they feel is best for their children and their families. 

I look forward to meeting each and every one of you, even if virtually, and welcoming you 
into our extended Nassau Region Family. I truly appreciate all you do for the children, and I want you 
to know just how important the work that you do is. 

Please be sure to take advantage of all of the training opportunities that Nassau Region PTA, 
New York State PTA and National PTA have to offer. Visit the websites regularly www.nassaupta.org, 
www.nyspta.org, and www.pta.org. You will find a wealth of information to assist you in operating 
your unit or council. Share the information you receive from all of these sources with your executive 
committee, executive board and general members and encourage them to attend trainings and 
workshops, as well.  Your future leaders come from these groups and the more informed they are, the 
more willing they will be to take on leadership roles in the future.  Don’t forget, your first order of 
business is to find the person who will replace you upon the conclusion of your term. 

Nassau Region is committed to assisting the units and councils we serve.  We have 
dedicated and knowledgeable chairmen and Assistant Directors who are available to assist you and 
the members of your board to carry out the mission and purposes of PTA. Please do not hesitate to 
contact us for any reason. Reach out to your Assistant Director, your first point of contact, if you have 
any questions, concerns or are struggling to manage your role as president or to just let us know about 
a great accomplishment or program. We would really love to hear about the work that you are doing 
for the children. 
 Working together we will all have a successful PTA year!

http://www.nassaupta.org/
http://www.nyspta.org/
http://www.pta.org/
http://www.nassaupta.org/
http://www.nyspta.org/
http://www.pta.org/


 

 Nassau Region Mourns Lorey A. Zaman,     
 NYS PTA President 

PRESS RELEASE 
 September 3, 2020 (Albany) – It is with utmost sadness, we announce the sudden passing of 
our State President, Lorey A. Zaman.  
  Coming from New Hartford, New York with her four children – Siraj, Khaleela, Safia and Kai 
and her two dogs, Coconut and Trudy – Lorey was beginning a new life in Albertville, Alabama 
alongside her fiancé Michael Gentry, whom she met in what seemed destiny at a PTA convention.  
  Lorey was unanimously elected NYS PTA President in November 2018, after a long and 
distinguished volunteer career serving New York’s children, families, and educators.                                                                                         
  In her nearly two-year tenure as President, Lorey was a strong voice committed to 
support for our state’s most vulnerable children and ensuring equity, equality, and inclusion for all 
children.  She gracefully led PTA during times of great advocacy – fighting to ban flavored e-
cigarettes while opposing the legalization of recreational marijuana, and times of great uncertainty as 
NYS PTA supported children, families, and educators through the COVID-19 pandemic.  
  And most importantly, she took pride each and every day in her children and their success. 
Lorey had a vision for her NYS PTA Presidency. Her theme – Garner the Past, Change Today and 
Embrace Tomorrow calls for all to join in crossing the bridge to a future of focusing on kids, keeping 
a positive, forward-thinking mindset, being bold and brave and leading with passion. In her message 
at the state convention last fall, Lorey concluded, “Leadership is not about being the best leader; 
leadership is about making everyone else better, and Courage doesn’t mean you don’t get afraid; 
Courage means you don’t let fear stop you. Thank you for all you do – I will see you on the other 
side!” 
 Lorey’s PTA accomplishments were many, as she was recipient of a National PTA Honorary 
Life Membership, NYS PTA Distinguished Service Award, NYS PTA Honorary Life Membership, 
NYS PTA Growth Through Leadership Award Phases 1 & 2, NYS PTA Advocate In Action Award, 
and NYS PTA ACT Award.                                                                                                                
 Before serving as NYS PTA President, she served as NYS PTA Vice President, Outreach 
Coordinator, Field Support Coordinator, Region Director, Orientation Co-Coordinator, Chair of 
Structure Special Committee, and a member of the Bylaws, Reflections Theme Search, State and 
Local Relationships, Summer Leadership Conference, Youth Humanitarian Award in Memory of 
Stanley Marcus, Nominating, and Strategic Planning committees, and Convention Banquet Host.           

               Continue on Next Page…………>



 Most importantly to her, she served her unit and council in New Hartford, NY as President, 
Vice President of Ways and Means and Programs, Treasurer, Secretary, Council Delegate, 
Legislation Chair, Reflections Chair, Bylaws Chair, Membership, Ecology Club Chair, First Lego 
League Chair, Nominating Committee Chair, Yearbook Chair, 6th Grade Graduation Chair, 
Secretary, Nominating Committee Chair, Special Project Chair, Art Show Committee. 
Leatherstocking Region was always important to her. There, she served as Region Director, 
Associate Director, Treasurer, Secretary, Bylaws Chair, Reflections Chair, Legislation Chair, 
Nominating Committee Chair.            
 Personally, between Nursing and Cytology, Lorey spent thirty years in health care, holding 
positions in clinical medicine, Baccalaureate education, Pathology Management and Cancer 
Diagnostic Sales and Marketing. Committed to life-long learning, Lorey graduated from Loyola 
University Chicago School of Law in 2015. Lorey worked as the Compliance Coordinator for 
Nascentia Health based in Syracuse, NY.  
  

https://nyspta.org/2020/09/02/in-remembrance-of-lorey-a-

https://nyspta.org/2020/09/02/in-remembrance-of-lorey-a-zaman/
https://nyspta.org/2020/09/02/in-remembrance-of-lorey-a-zaman/


                                                          “I Will Never Forget My Sista….”                                                          
 Meaningful Words at This Difficult Time                                                                                                            

 by Laurie May,  Past Nassau Region Director 

 So many times I have been asked what keeps me connected to PTA long after my children have 
graduated from high school.  It seems to many that we stop being advocates based on our age instead of our 
commitment to the purpose of PTA and our desire to be advocates for children.  While that motivates many 
of us, if not all, I can tell you that the friendships I have made over these many years contribute to my 
continued involvement in PTA.  One of those friendships was with Lorey Zaman.                     
 We first met at the National PTA Convention in Austin, Texas.  I was the Nassau Region Director at 
the time. I will never forget the first time we met; I was having breakfast with other Nassau Region 
attendees, and in she walked.  What came first, Lorey or that megawatt smile?  Lorey is from 
Leatherstocking Region, on the western side of the state.  She came alone to the convention so with typical 
Nassau Region friendliness, we invited her to sit with us for breakfast.  She was clearly a dynamo, smart, 
engaging and fun. We took her underwing and she became an unofficial member of Nassau Region PTA.  
We invited her to join us wherever we went, and if she wasn’t writing a paper for school, or attending to 
PTA business for her region. or keeping in touch with her four children, she would come along to dinner or 
sit with us during convention business.                                                                                                                     
 I was in awe of all that she did in a 24-hour period. Up until 3:00 a.m. writing papers as she studied 
to earn a law degree, advocating on behalf of children, working a full-time job; she did it all.  Amazing!                                  
 That smile, that laugh, that passion, that dedication.  Fast forward a couple of years and always so 
happy to see each other at state events with a big greeting of sista! We chatted until after 1:00 a.m. one 
morning at a State Leg Ed conference at the Desmond Hotel where she told me of her plans to run for a vice 
president spot on the State executive committee.  She knew what she wanted, felt a need to do and had a 
vision for the future of PTA.  More power to her!  As we finished our conversation I wished her well and 
much success.                                                                                                                 
 Fast forward once again, and the newly-elected State President, Lorey Zaman, is sitting in my hotel 
room at the 122nd Convention where I had served as the coordinator of the event, and she was asking me to 
take on the position for one more year.  I hesitated to accept. For days. She was relentless.  I was flattered.  I 
caved. Thank God I did.  Thank God I was able to work with Lorey and Kyle and Carol one more time.                                                                                                
 Lorey’s passing is a tragedy beyond measure.  So incredibly hard to understand, digest, accept.  
Tears are shed for Mike and her four beautiful children, for what the future held for her and for what will 
not be.                                      
 The last text I received from Lorey was in May when she wished me a happy birthday. I will never 
forget that first day in Austin, Texas.  I will never forget my sista, Lorey Zaman.                                   



PASSING RECORDS ON TO YOUR SUCCESSOR 
by Helene P. Goldsmith RP, Parliamentarian 

The time has come for you to relinquish your position as an officer or chairman and move on to your 
next position.  To ensure a smooth transition: 

➢ Go through your files to review what has been done during the year. Put the items in 
chronological order. Include a brief description of what was done, when it was done, what 
was successful, and what did not work.  Include suggestions for the future. 

➢ Next clean out the files. It is not necessary to retain 10 copies of every flyer, report, or 
handout. Keeping two copies is enough. Pass on what will be helpful to your successor: 
reports, sample programs, flyers, etc. 

➢ Turn the files over to your successor in a timely fashion. This enables your successor to 
begin the year with knowledge of past activities. 

➢ Let your successor know you are available, if needed. Successors should have the 
opportunity to fulfill their duties in their own way even if it isn’t the way you did it or the way it 
has always been done.  Trying new activities or doing things in a new way makes life 
interesting. Even if it doesn’t work it was still worth trying. The PTA can go back to previous 
methods the next time, if new ways don’t work.                                                                          
<https://forms.gle/66C7f3ZAxwynoneTA> 

About Nassau Region PTA’s Boutique…. 

 Did you know that Nassau Region PTA has an online store?  
 We have a store filled with many goodies that your unit can purchase for your newly 
elected officers or to thank someone or even something for yourself to show your PTA spirit. We 
are more than just a pin store. The store has a variety of drinkware, apparel, writing instruments, 
bags, and many other items to select from.  
 A new favorite items in the store is the 6-LED Light Bar Flashlight which has a bright 
light and is portable to light up any environment. The click-action flashlight has a convenient 
clip to secure to a backpack, purse, or bag. Great for everyday activities, outdoor events; it’s a 
handy item to keep in the car or at home when you have lost power. 

Visit https://nassaupta.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/pins-by-mail-form-8-20-1.docx to view 
a complete listing of all items available. If you have any questions, please 

contact boutique@nassaupta.org. We are here for you!

https://forms.gle/66C7f3ZAxwynoneTA
https://forms.gle/66C7f3ZAxwynoneTA
https://nassaupta.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/pins-by-mail-form-8-20-1.docx
mailto:boutique@nassaupta.org
https://nassaupta.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/pins-by-mail-form-8-20-1.docx
mailto:boutique@nassaupta.org


      

Treasury Tidbits by Patricia Genco, Past Nassau Region Treasurer 

 Welcome to the new school year. At this time, the end-of-year audit for your books should have been 
completed and you will be presenting your budget to the executive committee for review and then to  General 
Membership for adoption in order to raise funds and spend money  for this school year.  No money should 
ever be spent that is not budgeted for or approved by the membership.  Remember once you approve your 
budget, all amendments to that budget must be voted on at a general meeting of your unit.    
 With your end of year audit done what better time to  prepare the 990 or 990EZ form and Schedule A 
for the IRS.   The filing deadline is November 15th.  If your gross receipts were less than $50,000 you will be 
filing a 990 N , $50,000 and above you will file a 990-EZ with a Schedule A.  If the gross receipts are over 
$200,000 the you must file the 990.  NYS PTA has graciously paid for all units to file their 990s using the 
File990 service  You can find the link on their website https://nyspta.org/home/programs/programsfile990/. 
 Nassau Region PTA will be hosting a 990 workshop at Fall conference on October 29th. Look for the 
registration information coming soon. 

Important Treasury Reminders 

✓ Know your unit code number, Federal ID number and tax-exempt number. 

✓ All checks must have two signatures. 

✓ Never give out a blank check. 

✓ Pay all bills by check, not cash. 

✓ A reconciliation of the checkbook must be done monthly by someone not authorized to sign 
checks. 

✓ Be sure your bank signature card is kept up to date. 

✓ Never use debit cards. 

✓ Remember to follow the 3 to 1 Rule for fundraising events. 

✓ Only the President can sign contracts. 

 The NYS PTA Resourse Guide can help answer most of your questions or concerns. Treasurers 
you should make yourself familiar with the Finance ( Sec. 5A) and Insurance sections (Sec.5B) https://
nyspta.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/05A-Finance_19.pdf  
https://nyspta.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/FINAL-NYS-PTA-Insurance-Guide-2020.pdf 
 If you need further assistance you can always contact me at treasurer@nassaupta.org or  your 
Assistant Director. Nassau Region PTA is always there to help you.  
 In this new age of Zoom meetings and trainings please try  make every effort  to attend workshops and 
conferences provided by both Nassau Region PTA and New York State PTA.  Well informed leaders are an 
asset to every unit. 

https://nyspta.org/home/programs/programsfile990/
https://nyspta.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/05A-Finance_19.pdf
https://nyspta.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/05A-Finance_19.pdf
https://nyspta.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/FINAL-NYS-PTA-Insurance-Guide-2020.pdf
mailto:treasurer@nassaupta.org
https://nyspta.org/home/programs/programsfile990/
https://nyspta.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/05A-Finance_19.pdf
https://nyspta.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/05A-Finance_19.pdf
https://nyspta.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/FINAL-NYS-PTA-Insurance-Guide-2020.pdf
mailto:treasurer@nassaupta.org


2020-2021 Winifred Pratt Newsletter Competition 

by Emily Schreiber, Newsletter Chair 
============================================================ 

 This competition was established to commemorate Winifred Pratt’s 50 years of 
devotion and service to PTA and its ideals. A unit’s newsletter is the tool through which 
communication between school and home is achieved.                                                       
 If your unit or council has never had a newsletter, find someone who’s willing to 
get the word out to your members; it’s so IMPORTANT!! Then remember to enter this 
Winifred Pratt Newsletter Competition.                                                                              
 This is the application: <https://nassaupta.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/
Winifred-Pratt-Newsletter-Award-Criteria-2020-2021.pdf> 

           This link is for the rubric for the judging:    <https://nassaupta.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/03/rubric-used-for-judging-in-word-3..pdf> 

 The deadline is March 31, 2021.  Please send your unit’s entries to me, 
Emily Schreiber at <newsletter@nassaupta.org>. 

f Find us on FaceBook—Nassau Region PTA 
www.nassaupta.org

Visit NYS PTA’s website                                                          
for helpful information to Run Your PTA.  

https:www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta 

https:www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta
http://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta
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And the Nassau Region PARP Winners Are…. 
By:  Stephanie Avidon, Nassau Region Literacy Chair 
	 Congratulations to the 2020 Nassau Region PTA Pick-A-
Reading-Partner (PARP) Winner:  East Lake PTA in Massapequa Park.  Their 3-week program 
was entitled “Red Carpet Readers:  The Book Is Better Than the Movie.”  Each student received a 
Swag Bag, similar to what celebrities receive at award shows, and VIP Passes to the Red Carpet 
Kick Off Event, which had a Book Swap, Dr. Seuss and Book/Movie Review Stations, a 
Chromebook activity and more.  They also tied in with their local public library and Barnes & 
Noble.  Prior to kick-off, they had a Bookmark Creating Contest where students featured books 
they wanted to be made into a movie.  They collected selfies of students reading throughout the 
program which were posted on the school television system and PTA website.  Their numbers of 
participants surpassed last year’s, and they had a large committee with key school personnel as 
well.      

 We also awarded an Honorable Mention this year to:  Garden City PTA for their PARP 
program entitled “Reading Takes You Places,” which was inspired by all the places to which 
books allow us to travel whether real or imaginary.  The program was two weeks long and ran in 
each of the elementary schools throughout the district.  They enlisted the help of middle school 
students to create a kickoff video, and high school world language students read This is Me to 
classes and discussed what they would pack in their suitcases if they were traveling to a new 
country.  Their Pajama Literacy Night doubled in attendance from last year.  The ESL teachers 
provided a daily phrase/greeting for the morning announcement in the top languages spoken by 
families within the community.     

 Both programs made an impact on the students, families and communities and truly 
encouraged the love of reading!   Congratulations to both East Lake and Garden City PTAs.  
Thank you to the other units that submitted an entry too.  Every program was fun, interesting, and 
promoted the goal of reading together. 

 Is your school planning a PARP program this year?  If so, check the PARP section of the 
Nassau Region website (https://nassaupta.wordpress.com/parp-parents-as-reading-partners/) for 
the PARP Toolkit which offers helpful hints and ideas.  Maybe your school will be the featured 
winner next year!  The PARP Award entry will be posted online in January.  If you don’t currently 
run a PARP program, check out the PARP Toolkit to see how you can easily start and create a 
program that encourages the love of reading to students and families at your school.   
 If you have any questions about PARP or how to plan your PARP program, please contact 
Stephanie Avidon, Nassau Region PTA Literacy Chair, at literacy@nassaupta.org. 

https://nassaupta.wordpress.com/parp-parents-as-reading-partners/
https://nassaupta.wordpress.com/parp-parents-as-reading-partners/
https://nassaupta.wordpress.com/parp-parents-as-reading-partners/
mailto:literacy@nassaupta.org
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About Your Bylaws by Dan Batik, Bylaws Chair 

	 Your	Unit	and	Council	bylaws	are	the	legal	document	on	which	
your	PTA	does	business.	Bylaws	provide	the	structure	and	rules	of	your	
associa?on.	All	units	and	councils	must	have	PTA	current	bylaws	to	be	in	
good	standing.	Bylaws	must	be	updated	every	3	years,	even	during	the	
Covid-19	shutdown,	even	if	there	are	no	changes.	A	bylaws	commiEee	of	
3	to	5	members	is	recommended	to	look	over	the	exis?ng	bylaws	and	
propose	any	changes	they	would	recommend	for	your	PTA.	The	Bylaws	
wizard	process	is	more	efficient	and	user	friendly	than	in	the	past	and	
takes	less	than	15	minutes	to	complete.	NYS	PTA	has	a	step	by	step	guide	
on	their	website	at:	hEps://nyspta.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/
STEPS-TO-UPDATING-BYLAWS-2018.FINAL_.pdf	                                        

Entering	your	bylaws	through	MemberHub	is	even	easier.	Simply	
log	in,	click	on	the	Admin	Console	tab	and	then	click	the	bylaws	
Informa?on	tab	on	the	right	side.	The	instruc?ons	and	the	link	to	the	
wizard	are	all	there.	Simply	follow	the	prompts	on	the	wizard	and	
answer	a	few	ques?ons	about	the	structure	of	your	PTA,	Dues,	and	
mee?ngs	and	the	system	creates	your	proposed	bylaws	for	your	unit	to	
vote	on.		A_er	your	membership	vote	on	the	bylaws	at	a	general	
mee?ng	with	quorum	and	30	days	no?ce,	you	will	only	need	to	email	in	
the	completed	bylaws	cover	page.	The	front	page	just	needs	to	be	signed	
by	the	president	and	secretary	and	dated	with	the	Membership	
Adop?on	date.	The	cover	sheet	is	then	emailed	to	your	Region	Bylaws	
Chair	(RBC)	bylaws@nassaupta.org	who	will	review	them	and	forward	
them	electronically	to	the	NYS	PTA	Bylaws	Chair	for	approval.	Once	
approved,	you	will	be	emailed	your	bylaws	in	PDF	format	from	New	York	
State	PTA.	If	you	have	ques?ons	about	your	bylaws,	please	contact	your	
Assistant	Director	or	the	Nassau	Region	Bylaws	Chairman	at:	
bylaws@nassaupta.org.

https://nyspta.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/STEPS-TO-UPDATING-
BYLAWS-Nov-2019-FINAL-.pdf
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REFLECTIONS “I MATTER BECAUSE…”       
 by Shari Beck, Reflections Coordinator 

  Creating art reduces stress. That is something our 
children need — especially this year — and it is just one 
benefit of participating in the PTA Reflections Program.                                                                                                                       
Background:                                                                                                                           
National PTA has a cultural arts program promoting student success. Does your 
PTA participate? National PTA began the Reflections Program more than 50 
years ago to stress the importance of arts in education. This program is designed 
to enhance a quality arts education by providing an opportunity for students to 
explore their artistic talents and receive positive recognition for their efforts. 
Every year, the Reflections Program challenges children from pre-school 
through 12th grade to create art inspired by a specific theme.                                                                                                            
Participate:                                                                                                                                 

How to begin? Students submit their original artwork through a local PTA 
unit in any of the six arts areas: dance choreography, film production, literature, 
musical composition, photography, and visual arts using this year’s theme, “I 
Matter Because.”                                                                                                

To learn more about the program, contact your PTA President, Reflections 
Chairperson or visit the Nassau Region Reflections webpage at 
<www.nassaupta.org>.                                                                                                     
Important Deadline Information:

We are working on dates and locations for Drop-off and Pick-up but have 
been delayed by the current pandemic. We anticipate that they will be in early 
December and early January, respectively. Therefore, we recommend that you 
complete your judging before Thanksgiving, so you have time to prepare your 
entries.  As soon as we have this information, it will be sent to the Presidents. If 
you would like to be added to the Reflections email list, please send an email to 
reflectionscoordinator@nassaupta.org.                             
Reflections Theme Contest:                                                                                       

National PTA is looking for the 2022-2023 Reflections Program Theme. 
Is your PTA challenging students to submit ideas? Go to nyspta.org/yourpta/
reflections for the entry form. and instructions.

If you have any additional questions, contact Nassau Region’s Reflections 
Coordinator, Shari Beck, at reflectionscoordinator@nassaupta.org. 

http://www.nassaupta.org
mailto:reflectionscoordinator@nassaupta.org
http://www.nassaupta.org
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                          Is Your Unit in Good Standing?      
from Diane McPartland - Associate Director of ADs 

 Nassau Region PTA is working diligently to assist all units and councils 
with being in “Good Standing.”  So, what does this mean? Each unit and council 
must: 
• Complete all officer contact information in MemberHub- this includes the 

names, email addresses, mailing addresses and phone numbers for your elected 
officers. 

• Insurance must be paid for the 2020-2021 year. 
• First Membership Payment must be made by Oct. 31st. 
• Your Bylaws must not be expired.                                                                     
• The 990 must be filed and receipt input into MemberHub. 
• It must be IRS compliant and not revoked. 
 If your unit is not in good standing, your students will not be able to 
participate in state and region programs such as Reflections and Scholarships.  
Your unit will not be able to participate in Region events such as President/
Principal dinner and Spring Conference/Ways & Means Expo or receive Region 
awards. 
 If you have any questions, please contact your Assistant Director(AD) who 
will be more than happy to assist you. 

Arts-In-Education by Marie Giulietti &Kathy Paulis , Co-Chairs                       

        Students need the arts now more than ever before.In these stressful times of online and 
virtual learning, it should not diminish the importance of art education. If anything our students 
need the arts more now than ever before. The arts help learners develop creative problem 
solving skills. Teaching through the arts can present difficult concepts visually making them 
easier to understand. Art instruction helps children with the development of motor skills, 
language skills, social skills, decision making, risk-taking and inventiveness. Intergrading the 
arts with other disciplines reaches students who might not otherwise be engaged in classwork. 
Art experiences boost critical thinking, teaching students to take the time to be more careful 
and thorough in how they observe the world.  The arts provide what we want for our children 
and demand from our schools: Academic achievement, Social and Emotional development, 
civic engagement and equitable opportunity.  Let’s get ready for school and make sure the arts 
are included. 


